United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Colorado River Valley Field Office
2300 River Frontage Road
Silt, Colorado 81652

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

DOI-BLM-CO-N040-2015-0084-CX

BACKGROUND.

Lease/Serial/Case File No. None.

PROPOSED ACTION.

Commercial Mountain Biking Trips — Wilderness Voyageurs, New Special Recreation Permit
{SRP) Permit

LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTION.

The proposed permit holder would use Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands within the
Colorado River Valley Field Office in the Hardscrabble Special Recreation Management Area.
Also see details on map in Attachment A.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION.

The proposed action is to issue a new special recreation permit (SRP) to Wilderness Voyageurs
to operate commercial guided mountain biking trips (day use only) in the Hardscrabble Special
Recreation Management Area (see details on map in Attachment A) for 6 days annually in
September and October in 2015 and 2016.

Land Use Plan Conformance. The proposed action is subject to, and has been reviewed for,
conformance with this plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3).

Name of Plan. Colorado River Valley Field Office (CRVFO) Record of Decision (ROD)
and Approved Resource Management Plan (RMP).
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Date Approved. June 2015

Decision Number/Page. Decision Number REC-MA-11. Special Recreation Permits
decisions begin on page 100.

Decision Language. SRPs are issued as a discretionary action for activities that:
® are consistent with resource/program objectives (e.g., SRPs may not be
authorized/amended if desired use levels are meeting or projected to exceed desired
levels of RMAS or recreation sites)

» are within budgetary/workload constraints (e.g., If the CRVFO is unable to fulfill or
complete all the necessary steps of issuing and managing an SRP, then an SRP may not
be issued)

» would satisfy a public demand that the applicant can factually demonstrate is not being
met (e.g., SRPs may not be authorized/amended if a similar service is being offered in an
area and there is no market research, demand analysis, recreation monitoring, or staff
knowledge indicating a public demand exists)

* would not cause public health and safety issues or create user conflicts (e.g., An SRP may
not be issued if BLM lands together with projected public use levels are insufficient to
accommodate the proposed use).

COMPLIANCE WITH NEPA,

The proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 11, Appendix 4, Number
H. Recreation Management.

Issuance of Special Recreation Permits for day use or overnight use up to 14 consecutive
nights; that impacts no more than 3 staging area acres; and/or for recreational travel along
roads, trails, or in areas authorized in a land use plan.

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary
circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The
proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in
516 DM 2 apply.

Table 1. Exclusions.
|

EEXCLUSIONS YES  NO

1. Have significant impacts on public health or safety. X

2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge
lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks;
sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands X
(Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national
monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical
areas,
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3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved
conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section
102(2XE)).

+c}- 4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or
involve unique or unknown environmental risks.

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle
about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant
but cumulatively significant environmental effects.

7. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or
office,

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the
List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on
designated Critical Habitat for these species.

9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed
for the protection of the environment.

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or
minority populations (Executive Order 12898).

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands
by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the
physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious
weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions
that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of
such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order
13112).

INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW,

Table 2. BLM Interdisciplina

Team Authors and Reviewers.

Area of Responsibility

Kimberly Leitzinger Outdoor Recreation Planner Wild and Scenic Rivers,
Wilderness, Recreation

Erin Leifeld Archaeologist Cultural Resources and Native
American Religious Concerns

Carla DeYoung Ecologist ACECs; T/E/S Plants; Vegetation;
Wetlands & Riparian Zones; Land
Health Standards
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Hilary Boyd Wildlife Biologist Aquatic Wildlife Including T/E/S,
Migratory Birds, and Terrestrial
Wildlife Including T/E/S

Pauline Adams Hydrologist Soils, Water, Air, Geology
Brian Hopkins Assistant Field Manager NEPA Compliance

REMARKS/MITIGATION. The following mitigations will be carried forward within the
permit under special conditions:

1. The Special Recreation Permit Terms, Conditions and Stipulations for all Permitted
Activities (Attachment B) will apply to the permits. A copy of these terms is signed by
the permittee and is in their file.

2. Additional Special Stipulations will apply to the permits. See Attachment C for details.

3. Special Status Plants. Portions of the proposed action would occur in an area designated
as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern for the protection of a core population of
the BLM Sensitive plant species, Harrington’s penstemon. If future botanical monitoring
determines that substantial adverse impacts are occurring to the populations of
Harrington’s penstemon or to the habitat which supports the species, changes to the
permit may be required to help mitigate the impacts.

4. Cultural Resources and Native American Religious Concerns.

* A records search of the general project area was completed for proposed project and a
total of 62 previous cultural resource inventories have been conducted within one-
mile of the Area of Potential Effect (APE). These inventories have documented 131
cultural resources within one-mile of the APE of this project (see Class I). Of the 131
resources, 12 are within the APE and include one eligible historic ditch (5EA.3186.1),
one historic trash scatter (SEA.2538) and two historic road segments (5SEA1533.1-2)
which are not eligible, one prehistoric site (SEA.2504) which is not eligible, one
historic isolated find (SEA1993) that is not eligible, and six prehistoric isolated finds
(SEA.2291, 5EA.2006, SEA.2534, SEA.2537, SEA.2539, and 5EA.2002) all of which
are not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

o All of the proposed routes have been previously inventoried. There is low potential
for impacts to cultural resources from this project based on no new ground
disturbances as the proposed activities are occurring on existing routes. The one
eligible site documented within the APE is a historic ditch and will not be impacted
by project implementation. Therefore, a determination of no adverse effect has been
determined for this project. The project inventory and evaluation is in compliance
with the NHPA, the Colorado State Protocol Agreement, and other federal law,
regulation, policy, and guidelines regarding cultural resources.
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o The Ute have a generalized concept of spiritual significance that is not easily
transferred to Euro-American models or definitions. As such the BLM recognizes
that the Ute have identified sites that are of concern because of their association with
Ute occupation of the area as part of their traditional lands. No traditional cultural
properties, unique natural resources, or properties of a type previously identified as
being of interest to local tribes, were identified during the cultural resources inventory
of the project area. No additional Native American Indian consultation was
conducted for the proposed project.

5. Cultural Resources and Native American Discovery Stipulations.
o If subsurface cultural values are uncovered during operations, all work in the vicinity

of the resource will cease and the authorized officer with the BLM notified
immediately. The operator shall take any additional measures requested by the BLM
to protect discoveries until they can be adequately evaluated by the permitted
archaeologist. Within 48 hours of the discovery, the State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO) and consulting parties will be notified of the discovery and
consultation will begin to determine an appropriate mitigation measure. BLM in
cooperation with the operator will ensure that the discovery is protected from further
disturbance until mitigation is completed. Operations may resume at the discovery
site upon receipt of written instructions and authorization by the authorized officer.

» Pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(g), the holder must notify the authorized officer, by
telephone, with written confirmation, immediately upon the discovery of human
remains, funerary items, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony on federal
land. Further, pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4 (c) and (d), the holder must stop activities in
the vicinity of the discovery that could adversely affect the discovery. The holder
shall make a reasonable effort to protect the human remains, funerary items, sacred
objects, or objects of cultural patrimony for a period of thirty days after written notice
is provided to the authorized officer, or until the authorized officer has issued a
written notice to proceed, whichever occurs first.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS.

[ considered this action and determined that it may be categorically excluded. 1 have evaluated
the action relative to the 12 criteria listed above and have determined that it does not represent an
exception and is, therefore, categorically excluded from further environmental analysis.

Signature.

Authorizing Official: el Date: 7/ 7 /5
"Brian R. Hopkins
Assistant Field Manager

Contact Person. For additional information concerning this CX review, contact Kimberly
Leitzinger, Outdoor Recreation Planner, Colorado River Valley Field Office, 2300 River
Frontage Road, Silt, CO 81652, (970) 876-9075.
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Attachment A
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Attachment B

SPECTAL RECRFATION PERMIT TERALS, CONDITIONS AND STIPULATIONS
FOR ALL PERAMITTED ACTIVITIES

Stipulations: The following standard stipubxtions are automatcally inclnded and appiy to all penmits
{some additional stipulations are specific to only certamn achviies). Faihure to comply with these
shipulabor may resalt m remedial actions hsted below under Pecfrmance Evalushon, Section XV B.
Per 2932 40, viclsthons of pesmit tenms or stipulzhons may be subject o fines and imprisonment, in
additien to adgunrstyative penalties.

L RISES, HAZARDS AND SAFETY
A Adsqate first 2id and safety equpment shall be provided while pesformumng the permitied
L

B. All guides and employees responsible for clients in the feld shall be trained m First Asd and
hold a vahd certification of training from the Amencan Red Cross or its equivalent.

C. In case of bmnan death, or wildfire, mvolving the permitied operation, the County
Shenff shall be notified nunediately, and the BLM shall be notified mmmadiately after the
Shertff s notified

L INDEMNIFICATION

A. The permaites shall indemeafy, deferd, and hold harmiless the Uniied States and/or its agencies
and representatives from any and all desamds, clmms, or hahilihes of every matare whatsoever,
mcindmy, but not houted to dumages to propesty, myunes to or death of persons, anang
directly ar indirectly from, or m any way connected with the authorized use and occupancy of

B. Ismamnce: Coverage shall be obiamed for the permitted operations in the trvdaoem Tababty
coverags smounts of
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C. Animsummce cetificaie shall be submitted, stating the bmits of coverage, identifymg the
“Department of the Intenor, Bareau of Land Mamagement™ as addihonal invamed, that inciades
the munnmem shown sbove, expration date, and a bst of the actrorhes that are permotted and
insured

D. The pensttes will ennme the HLM will be notified 30 days in advance of termmnation or
modification of the pahry, or modification of sach memrance.

E The msured on the invarance certificate most match the permstted name of bosmess or

IV. LIMITATIONS

A This permmt autharizes culy temporary e In connection with the operations, durmg the
peniod{s) and in the area(s) identifisd in the penmit and antharized by an Azrmal Operating
Authonration

B. Ifan exsting commmeroal permittee wishes to sell or otherwise termmmate his or hey bosmess
and desres that permit privileges be tranchered to 2 new ouner, the permittes rmrst notify the
authorired officer m advance, i wntimg, and recetve advance written approval for the permit
transfor from the authorsed afficer.

C. Use of Noo-Public lands: This permit does not authorize use of non-BLM land e, private,
oy, county, state, or other federal Lnd).

D. The apphicant shall provide upon request the namefs) and addres(s) of private Lndouress
whiose property s used in connechon with the perrmtted operations, and evidence of
permm=aon to use such land.

E Access to Public Lainds: The BI M does not gmrantee legal access to publc lands unless lagal
access for the peneral pubbe is available Where legal public acoess 1s not available, the
perzmuattes i3 responsible for chtamning permission fom the Landownes(x) to trave] tough or

F. Mult-Year Peomitc A mmlt-year permit 1s not vabid unlecs accnmparied by a current Anoial
Operatiny Anthorraton

G. Jomt Perrmt Requirement: Code of Federal Regulation crtation= for both the BLM and Forest
Sesvace are vahd and mill be enforced for jomt permts on avociated poblic lands.

H. Ifahon outfitier does not own their own dogs, the perymitiee must fimish copres of all lease or
rental amanpements for the dops andfor dog hamdler(s} that they phm on vsing upon reqaest.
Dog bandlers pyust be kested a3 pmdes

V.  ASSIGNMENT AND SUBLETTING OF PERADIT PRIVELEGES

The pemmtive may not asagn permit provileges to a thind paty, mclnding bockmg agents.  The
penmitre or permitiee's representyitve may oot assign, contract, or sublesss ay portion of the pesymit
authorzation or iterest therem, direcily or mdirectly, wolurtanty or evolambrily. However, contrackng
of equpment or servaces may be approved by the authorized officer m advanes. 1f necestary to sapplement
2 permmittes's aperabons. Such contracting should pot constitvle mare than half the required equipment or
servaces for any one top or activity and the penmittes st retzin operational control of the permuited
actroty. If equpment or services are contracted the permities shall contimee to be responsible for
comphance with all shpuiations and condions of the perest.
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The following is reqummed:

A. A third papty advertisement nsed to book a trip must cleady mdicate that the top vall be
opeated by the company holdmg the permt;

B. (rpdes and employess post fall under federal and state employment repnlations and be Listed
m the operating plan prier to each operating servon (i=. RS Form-1099, independent
contrachor form).

C. If'you are propoumg to employ pudes or employess who are heensed and/or permitted
cutfitters ebsevchere that pmst be disclosed at the tme you sobemt therr name and infoemation
on your Fmde st

D. Written nobce nmst be given to the BIM to use equipanent with outfitter marking= (company
nxme=, Jogos, etc.) other thun those of the permmt holder prior to the time of use (lumt, banch,
tour, ete ).

VI NON-EXCLUSIVE USE

A Roads trails and trailheads, or campsites commonly tn poblic use shall not be blocked or
enclosed by the penmitiee

B. Puhbe lands will generally remain available on a first-come, first served basis to other
comunercial and prrvats recreational users.

VII. CONDUCT AND MANNERS
A. The permites 1s at all times respansahle for the achans of birmelf, his ssployees, chents and
Eueshs m connechon with the authonzed operations, and shall not cawse a pablic disturbanes
oF engape m achvities which create 2 havand or nuisance.

B. The permittes shall practice the TREAD LIGHTLY 2nd LEAVE NO TRACE Lind etines and
mitem their clisnts about these practicss and ensure that they follow them.

C. An outfitter shall mamtain a regular place of business st which mail and phone calls
can be received and provide address and phrysical locaton of sach business to the
BIM Any change of mmlmg address, place of residence, or telephone nmmber shall
be reparted to the BLM withm tharty 30) days of such change.

D. The permittes mmst mamtain the following miemal accounting records pertzining to
the permt for a mimrmum of three years after the expiration of the permat:

2. W-2 records or 2 similar record of employment fior all employees conducting
activities under the permit,
b. A record of all financial relatiomehips with booking agents or advertisers

c. A record of all receipts or compensation mehiding pryments, pratuities,
donations, pifts, bartermg, et received from any source dunng activites
conducted under the permit, and
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d A record of all payments made by the permittes and claimed as a deduction in
the permuttes’s fee submussion

e. A complete and reconcilable accounting system that mchudes the following
rems:

L Cuostomer cash receipt deposit kedger or stetements. These meinde the
depost transactions with continnons sum totals.
u. Bank statements/ledgers, or the depoxit ship ledger recepts
VIL APPFLICATION FOR MODIFICATION OR AMENDMENT

A. Ifoeeded, 25 determined by the suthorized officer, the permittes shall apply for an amendment
or modification of the penmmt pror fo Fmance of the anmal eperstng authonzation for
champes in: nwe ameas or sites, season of wse, services provided, fee stractere, or amy other
changes m operations.

B. Anamendment or medification may require a re-issuance of a permit and may be charged a
renewal fe of $50.

C. Check with individual eld offices for pemmit amendment deadlimes.
IX.  PAYMENTS

A. Use Fee Payments Permut fees are due and payable in advancs based on estimated use gross
receipty. Paymenis chall be made to the Field Office by check, credit card, money order or
cashier’s check, payable to the “Burean of Land Management™

B. Periodic Payments: At the Fisld Manager's discrebon, when the estimated nse fee is greater
than ane thousand dollars (§1,000), a schedule for periodic payments may be arranged.

€. End of Season Payment: The pasi-use reparts and/ar tip logs are due 30 days afier the last day
of use or as specified on SRP. The actual use fee shall be calonlated from the reparts by the
field office and hilled accordingly.

D. Refunds
1. Al overpayments will be credited for use for the fiollowmg cperating ssason.
2. Refimds may be rrroed in the case of permit trapsfirs, permit cancellations, and
expaved non-renewing perouty. Refunds mmst be requested m writing

E Izb?qm
sayment of fr pal fee peralties, perat probafion, suspension,
Mwmﬂmﬂmwmmm

F. Dedurtions: Allowable dedurtiogs tn permt fees shall be agreed upon in advance, and may
meclnde costs reluted to the permitted operations inewred by the permittee for long distance
off-ute tarsportabion, and off-site kodging, per Handbook H-2930-1.

G. Drscounts for Non-Public Lands use (For Upland Use Only) must be requested and approved
poor to we. No decounts are allowed for niver related permmats.
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X USE REPORTS

A. Commercial Trip Logx: The perpmttee shall submit trip lops within 30 days of the authorzzed
use seasan o a5 specified on the permit, on a form provaded by the BLM, or an approved
equvalent.

B. Event Post Use Report: A Post Use Repart shafl be submitied as specified or withun 30 days
of the last day of use authonired or as specified on permut, on 2 form provided by the BILM, or
an approved equivalent

C. Tup log and post use reports shall indicate accurately the dates af use, location, type of use,
total dedncthom chuned, drseounts for ime off pubbe Linds, and describe any accidents or
ojunes ocomred, and mumayement problen s or concerns.

D. Late Use Reports: Late submission of use repsris may be cause for action aguinst the

E NonUsm: Zeo wse mst be requesied in writing. Mininom fees still apply. The anthorired
officer may cancel a permit after two conseentive seasons of nom-use. Fn certain aneas covered
by Specil Recreation Marapement Plars, travel management plams, or other site-specific
plans, spectal provisions reganding non-ue of permits may apply.

Xl. INSPECTION OF RECOEDS AND PRENMISES

Service, shall at all times have the right to enter the presmises lncated on public land on official
bosmess. The permmties shall acquire reasooable aceess to private binds owned or utilized in
the penmitied operation for purpases related to admmmstration of the permt.

B. The authonized afficer, or other duly authorred representative of the BLM, may examine any
of the reconds or other documessts relzted to the pernut, the permtiee, the permittes’s opeczior,
employes, ar agent for up to three years after expration of the pemmt.

X1 SIGNING AND ADVERTISING
A. Sipm or adverttang devices an public land require advancs approval on the locxtson, design,
size, shape or color, and messags

B. All advertiving shall be aceurate and not misrepresent m any way the services or
acenmmodatons provided, or the area authorzed foruse. Brochumes, web pages and other
advertsing materials shall inchude the followmg disclomoe: “All or part of this eperation 1s
condincted on Pobhe Lands undes special perrmt from the U S. Burean of Land Manapement™

C. Offical BIM apency symbols may not be used m advertising.
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XIIL CAMIPSITES

A. Camps may be set up for no longer than necevsary, apd no earlier than 5 days prior to the fiast
day of use authortred and omst be removed wathin Gve days after the sutharred use perod.
Nomjm-!md.pmmen:mmyhaﬁhhd' on HLM lands; only temporary facilihes
are

B. Caups shall be located to avoid conflict with pablic road and trail traffie. and stream or lake
aceers, and to the extent posible shall be located cut of sight of major trails.

€. All campuites and temporary enprovements shall be as described m the approved opevating
plan.

D. All campute faczhities inclading but not hmited to tewts, Livines, livestock contro) Skt
shall be located at deast 200 feet from the nearest sprmy, stream, e, pond or reservomr unless
specifically autharnyed othersrse.

E. All campies must be approved prior to use. (learances may be required, such as mventaries
for caltvral resources and/or for taestensd or endangered species.

XIV. CAMPFIRES

A. Unless permanent fire nngs are desipnated, open cammpfires shal] be built only in areas free of
hazardous fosls. Fire rings or pats shall be set on bare mineral scil. After use, fire rings or pits
shall be ohiterated amd the ate rebalnbitated Open fires may be probibated i certan areas or
dunng penods of extremely hngh fire lnzard by arder of the BLM, the applicable county or the
State of Caloradn

B. Campfires shall be completely extinguished when left umttended. The perrmtine is
respersible for all fires started by homiher self, employees, or chents, and may be held
vesponsible for fire suppreswon cosis resnlhng from wildfire cawsed by brs/her operations.

C. Anaxe, shovel water bucket or extinguisher for fire control shall be availahle at each
capfire.

D. Wildfire caused by the permuited opevation shall be reperted mmediately to the nagrest HLM
affice. The peruttes 13 responsible for mfornnng employees, chents, and particspanis of the
curent fire danpger and negred restrichions or precautions that may be m effect

XV. LIVESTOCKUSE

A Authonred pasture use of hrestack i3 temporary and lumited to transpartahon purposes, and
will pot establish 2 praonty for futare use of the range. Ranpehind prazing may be restnicted
and feed may be required to be packed, all feed supplied 25 part of permutted operstions mmst
be certified weed free. The pemittes shall prevent localized over grazing and damagze to
Tepebhon by permstied lvestock.

B. Construction of perranent fences or comrals 1 not permitted. Temperary brestock contyel
structures may be erected with advanced approval, inchoding comals and hitchang racks,
provnded they are deomantied after the vse sexmon
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C. The permtiee may be required to pay addticnal fees for forage comsumed by livestork dunng
the perpntied operations. Thrs fee will be at the carrent rate for prarmg use.

D. Lvestock shall not be tied to trees for other than short term, temporary stops. Hobbles,
packets, bigh bnves or comrals shall be used to control brestock.

E Livestock control stroctanes (comals, hickang vacks, pckeis. high lines) must be at least 200
feet from sprmgs, streams, lakes, reservoirs or other water sources. Whatever method of
bvestock contral 1= used, 1t will not resalt in remaval or death of the under story vegetation.

F. Pack stock may be grared if pernutted by the SRP. If electne fences are used, they will be
moved every 3 days to 2 pew area. If picket ropes are used, they will be moved every other
day to a newr area. If bugh bnes are vsed, ther location st be approved n advance.

XV1. EQUIPAMENT CACHES

Food and/or equipment caches require advance authonration. When anthonized, caches shall be
nsatly stored oot of sipht of roads and trails. Food caches mxest be “wnldhifie resistant ™

XVIL BESOURCE PROTECTION

A, Assthetics: Permittes sholl protect the stenic and aesthetic vakues of the public bnds used in
the operatioers, and wartain premises on perutied areas to acceptable standards of repar,
orderbiness and clemlmess

B. Eshabilitation: After camps and other temporary facilities ave dismamtied, msofar as practical,
the area shall be left in a natoral state. Reseeding with BIM approved seed max may be
required of 2oy areas disturbed by campstes.

€. Samtation: Self contuned or pat type tafletsAmivies, with or without tent covenings, shall be
tsed at all campeites on public land. The perzmttee will be responsible for extahlidring 2
lLatrne for all permitted cxmps and for final rehab when the camp is removed. Waste from self
contamed toilets must be disposed of at 2 State approved seaape diposal Eacihty. When
ahandoned, toilst pats shall be covered wnth 2 menimemm of 12 mches of topscil and back filled
to pre-eisting prade. While m use, lnman waste in pits shall be covered with 2 Layer of
togrseil or lone after each mdnvidual use.

D. Trch Disposal: Camps and other permitied areas shall be repularty clsaned and no trash or
Iriter shall be allowed to acoupmlate Combustible tath nay be burned when campfires are
authormed  All non-combustible trash, meinding but not burited to tn cans, spent bray, glass
bottles, fol, and wire shall be packed out. Tirash shall not be trared on pubhc land.

E. Dead amemals and thetr remamns shall be disposed of at lezst 200 feet away from spnngs,
strearms, lakes ponds, campastes, roadstrals.

F. Waste ar by-produch of any kind shall not be discharped mio any stream, reservear, lake or
pond.

G. Soils: Peynuttee shall conduct the pevomtted operations in 2 manner which prevents rottme, or
soil eranon.
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H Vegetation Damage/Remecval: All operations shall be condneted in a manner which prevents
damge to or loss of vegetation cover. Poles may be cut for temporary facikities if these are
autharzed by permit on public bod. Cutting, clesrng or defacing of standing trees, alive or
dead, or cleanng and cuttmg of shrob/promdeover for any other reason shall requre specific
adance authonzaten. When tree cutting is authonssd, stumgys shall be left no bigher than 6
mehes ahove ground level and slash shall be lopped and scatiered. A separate permit s
required for removal and tanspartation of woodland/tves products from peblic bnd.

1 Fawamad Cuthng: ﬁmwimybecntun;ﬂﬁtlnduly&tmmﬁmmﬂic
Ind, and may not be transported off the pabhe bnds without 2 separate firewood cutting
pemmt. Only dead and dowm trees shall be cnt for firewnod, mﬁmhﬁmhghu&ms
mches above ground level, and the skach shall be Iopped and scattered.

1. Protection of Public Property: Signs, equpment, markers, fences, livestock watermyg facilities
or anty other property found on puibbic Land shall not be damaged, destroyed, defaced, removed,
or dhaturbed

K. Cualtural Resources: All persons associzbed with operations under this permat mmst be informed
that any cbpects or sites of cultural, paleoniologacal, and scientific interest, soch as hestone or
prehysione resoorces, praves or grave markess, humon remains, roms, eabins, rock at, fossils,
or artifacts stoll not be damaped, destroyed, removed or distarbed. ¥ in connection with
operatices under this pemut any of the above resourees ae discovened, the permttes shall
tmmediately stop operations in the rnmedhate ayea of the discovery, protect sech resources,
and notify the HL M anthorrred officer of the discovery. The mmenediate area of the dscovery
mrast be protected until the opevator s notified In writng to procesd by the authoried officer

L Wikdemess and Wildemes Study Areas (WSA): Use of slectric penwratrs, all motorized and
mechapized squipment mchadmg chairews and velncles is probitated within 2 Wildemers
and most WSAs Check wnth your local office to see 1f thete are exceptions. I supplemental
brvestock feed is used, cobed pelletized, or processed feed or certified weed free hay shall be
used.

M. Pernuttee s responsible for knowing where Public Land, Wildernsss, and WSA boumndames
are and the restnchons 8at may apply to an area of operation wnthn these boandanies. Maps
and information conternmg restrictions are availsble at the local Field Office.

X\TIL FERFORMANCE EVALUATION

A. The BLM shall conduct periodic mspections and performance evaluations of the permittes's
operahomr and compliance with the terms, condibrons and strpalstions of the Permut.

Evahuton Ratmpes are a3 follows:

Acteptable means that the permities has gensrally operated in aceordance with the terms
and conditions established for the permt

mears that the permitiee has not operated m full accordance with the terms
and conditions of the permst. Casrective action by the holder is mundatory and continned
operabon at this level of performance 1s unacceptable. If this perfirmance level is
recerved 2 years o 2 row, the authonized officer may suspend or termumate the permit
and/or devy futare peremt appheations.

b |
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mezns that the peroyittes has not operated in acconlance with the terms and
condrhors of the permt and cannot be allowed to coptinue. This performance level will
result in sepenuon or termunation of permat prvilepes a5 approprate to the
coTumEnees.

B. Viclahions and Pemities: Any violation of the permt terms, condrtions and stipulations may be
subject to penalhies prescribed i 43 CFR 2932 40, which may include fines up to $1,000
and/or inprisonment up to 12 months. Additionally, any sech violxtion may resalt in permit
cancelation, suspennon, or probation. Violatioers may also be cause for the BLM to deny
approval of a Spenal Recreatiom Permit or Operating Authorceaton for sobrequent years. Ifa
permit 15 tegated, permit apphcations will ant be approved for any percn conmected to or
affilated wth the operahon under 2 cancelled or suspended perzmt.

N\TI. CERTIFICATION
Thave read the terms, conditions, snd stipulations of the Special Recreation Permmt
Information Colorado handbook and inderstand that I nmst shade by them while
performing activities m conmection with the permutted operations.

Date Sipnature
Print Hame
Company Name

Revised: Faromy 2015

1
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Attachment C

SPECIAL RECREATION PERMIT
ADDITIONAL SPECIAL STIPULATIONS

Use authorized under this permit will be subject to standard SRP terms, conditions and
stipulations and the special stipulations described below:

1.
2.

bhad

An outfitter shall maintain accurate and up to date records.

The permittee will keep at their place of business (address provided to the BLM) current
copies of First Aid training cards, blank client waivers, and permission to use or access
private land or other agency land related to operations on BLM public land. The
permittee must provide proof of these items to the BLM upon request.

The permit holder must take precautions to not spread noxious weeds to public lands.
The permit holder will make sure all guides and employees display the BLM parking pass
on their vehicles when conducting business operations while using the vehicle on BLM
public land.

The permit holder must ensure that clients stay on trails and do not take breaks off of the
designated trails to protect sensitive plants in the area.

Cultural Resources and Native American Discovery Stipulations

If subsurface cultural values are uncovered during operations, all work in the vicinity of
the resource will cease and the authorized officer with the BLM notified immediately.
The operator shall take any additional measures requested by the BLM to protect
discoveries until they can be adequately evaluated by the permitted archaeologist. Within
48 hours of the discovery, the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPQ) and consulting
parties will be notified of the discovery and consultation will begin to determine an
appropriate mitigation measure. BLM in cooperation with the operator will ensure that
the discovery is protected from further disturbance until mitigation is completed.
Operations may resume at the discovery site upon receipt of written instructions and
authorization by the authorized officer.

Pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(g), the holder must notify the authorized officer, by telephone,
with written confirmation, immediately upon the discovery of human remains, funerary
items, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony on federal land. Further, pursuant
to 43 CFR 10.4 (c) and (d), the holder must stop activities in the vicinity of the discovery
that could adversely affect the discovery. The holder shall make a reasonable effort to
protect the human remains, funerary items, sacred objects, or objects of cultural
patrimony for a period of thirty days after written notice is provided to the authorized
officer, or until the authorized officer has issued a written notice to proceed, whichever
occurs first.

Date Permittee
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Colorado River Valley Field Office
2300 River Frontage Road
Silt, Colorado 81652

DECISION RECORD

PROJECT NAME. Commercial Mountain Biking Trips — Wilderness Voyageurs, New Special
Recreation Permit (SRP) Permit

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION NUMBER. DOI-BLM-CO-N040-2015-0084-CX.

DECISION. It is my decision to issue a new special recreation permit to Wilderness Voyageurs
to operate commercial guided mountain biking trips (day use only) in the Hardscrabble Special
Recreation Management Area (see details on map in Attachment A) for 6 days annually in
September and October in 2015 and 2016. BLM has authority to grant such permits in accordance
with 43 U.S.C. 1201; 43 U.8.C. 1701; 16 U.S.C. 460 L-6(a); and 43 CFR Group 2930.

PROCESS FOR APPEALS. Notice of the decision to be made on the action described in this
categorical exclusion will be posted on the BLM’s national register for land use planning and
NEPA documents at https://www.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/lup/lup_register.do. The
action is subject to appeal under 43 CFR 2931.8, parts 4 and 1840 of this title. A decision made

under this part will go into effect immediately while appeals are pending unless a stay is granted
under 4.21 (b) of this title.

An appeal is an opportunity for a qualified party to obtain a review of a BLM decision by an
independent board of administrative judges within the Department of Interior’s Board of Land
Appeals (IBLA). The IBLA determines whether the BLM followed applicable laws and
regulations, adhered to established policies and procedures, and considered relevant information in
reaching a decision.

Individuals who believe they are adversely affected by a BLM decision to deny, modify or cancel
a Special Recreation Permit (SRP) may appeal the decision. Appeals are made to the IBLA under
Title 43 C.F.R, Part 4, pursuant to 43 C.F.R. 4.411. A person who wishes to appeal to the IBLA
must file in the office of the officer who made the decision a notice that he wishes to appeal.

See Information on Taking Appeals to the Interior Board of Land Appeals (Form 1842-1) for
further information. A copy of this form is available at the Colorado River Valley Field Office.

Authorizing Official: 'ﬁz /% Date: 7 /7 /5
Brian R. Hopkins 7
Assistant Field Manager
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